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June 19, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Ahsha Safai 
Chair, Rules Committee 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Suite 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
 
Re: File 180501 Charter Amendment, Cannabis Commission 
 
 
Dear Supervisor Safai: 
 
The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, representing thousands of local businesses, and our Cannabis 
Working Group, urges the Rules Committee to table the proposed Charter amendment to establish a cannabis 
commission. 
 
Over the last year, the Chamber of Commerce and its members have worked closely with the city, its Cannabis 
Steering Committee and elected officials to implement an adult use cannabis permitting and regulatory 
framework. The Board of Supervisors moved the issue forward in a timely fashion, with the result that in early 
January the City Administrator’s Office was able to put in place a temporary permit process and is moving 
forward with a complete regulatory program.     
 
The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce believes strongly that, within necessary state and local regulatory 
frameworks, the cannabis industry should operate as closely as possible to any other local business. We do 
not have a local liquor commission or pharmacy commission – we do not see a need for a local cannabis 
commission. This industry and the public already have numerous points of contact with city government on the 
permitting and regulation of these local businesses; the Board of Supervisors and Mayor, City Administrator, 
Planning Commission, Health Commission, and Board of Appeals.  
 
We urge the Board of Supervisors to give this industry more time to grow within the current regulatory 
environment without proposing to the voters a new oversight commission. However, should the committee 
desire to move the proposed Charter amendment forward, we urge you to significantly amend the make-up 
and appointing process to one more in-line with other joint appointment commissions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jim Lazarus 
Senior Vice President, Public Policy  
 
 
Cc:  Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, to be distributed to all Supervisors; Mayor Mark Farrell,  

City Administrator Naomi Kelly 
 


