
 
December 20, 2017 

 

Mr. Ezequiel Castro, Acting Chief 
Division of Rail and Mass Transportation 
Office of State Transit Programs and Plans (MS 39) 
PO Box 942874 
Oakland, CA 94274-0001 
 

RE: SFMTA’s Grant Application for 2018 TIRCP Funds  

Dear Mr. Castro: 

I am pleased to offer strong support from the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce for the San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency’s (SFMTA) application for $600 million in 2018 Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) 

funds for their Transit Capacity Expansion Program. These funds will expand SFMTA’s rail service, increase ridership, 

improve safety, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

The SFMTA is the eighth largest transit provider in the nation, with more than 230 million boardings annually. Because of 

a growing population and increasing development demands, it is imperative that San Francisco continues to have a 

transit system that moves residents, commuters and visitors quickly, efficiently and in an environmentally-friendly way. 

The SFMTA’s Transit Capacity Expansion Program will coordinate new investments with existing capital assets to ensure 

that fleet size and system capacity can meet future needs.  

 

With the approval of this grant application, the SFMTA will expand their fleet and transit facilities, increase access and 

reliability and reduce CO2 emissions. TIRCP funding will allow the SFMTA to complete procurement of its expansion of 

light rail vehicles that provide the zero-emission transit connection to and from the City’s downtown core. The SFMTA 

also will be able to expand its 40’ and 60’ diesel-hybrid motor coaches that are the backbone of the SFMTA’s transit 

services, carrying over 40 percent of the system’s riders. Additionally, the SFMTA will be able to procure and test all-

electric buses, enabling the SFMTA to accelerate its plan to replace diesel-hybrid coaches with all-electric coaches and 

achieve a wholly zero-emission fleet.   

 

Finally, this funding will provide associated facility and infrastructure upgrades necessary to support the SFMTA’s new 

fleet, including expansion of a vehicle facility, traction power upgrades and train control system upgrades. 

If the SFMTA is able to fully implement this program, it will maximize public transit and benefit all users now and in the 

future. I urge you to strongly consider this application for funding support. Thank you for your consideration of the 

SFMTA’s grant application.  

Sincerely, 

 
Jim Lazarus 
Senior Vice President of Public Policy  
 

cc: Senator Scott Weiner, Assemblymember David Chiu, Assemblymember Phil Ting, Secretary Brian Kelly, CalSTA, 

Ed D. Reiskin, Director of Transportation, SFMTA, Joel Goldberg, Manager, Capital Procurement & Management, SFMTA 


