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KEY TO USING THIS SCORECARD

Chamber position of 
(support) or (oppose) 
appears next to each 
legislative action

Means the Supervisor 
voted in accord with 
the Chamber position

Means the Supervi-
sor voted against the 
Chamber position

Means the Supervisor 
was excused from the 
vote

The last four columns are a tabulation of votes in 
accord with the Chamber, against the Chamber, 
the overall percentage a Supervisor voted for jobs 
and government efficiency, and the change in the 
overall ranking from the previous scorecard.

Economic recovery depends on jobs and good government. The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce rates the performance of the Board of Supervisors 
in growing the economy, creating jobs and improving government efficiency.  This report for the first half of 2010 focuses on the votes of all Supervisors on 
10 key legislative actions impacting job creation and government efficiency from January 1 – June 11, 2010.  This voting record is intended to highlight those 
Supervisors whose actions are helping to create paychecks and those who are triggering pink slips in San Francisco. 

2010 Mid-Year Paychecks & Pink Slips Scorecard



7. General Reserve and Budget 
Stabilization Reserve
Sponsor: Mayor Newsom, Chiu
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance creating a general fund 
reserve for the city, which will grow each 
year – no less than 2 percent of revenue 
by fiscal year 2016-17. If the policy was 
in place in 2004, the city would have had 
$93 million set aside today.

8. Reducing Public Employer 
Retirement Benefit Costs
Sponsor: Mayor Newsom, Elsbernd
Chamber Position: Support
Charter Amendment to reduce 
the city’s skyrocketing employer 
retirement benefits costs and help put 
San Francisco on a path to pension 
sustainability.

9. Public Employment Salary 
Ordinance
Sponsor: Avalos, Daly, Mirkarimi, 
Campos, Mar
Chamber Position: Oppose
Ordinance undermining the Board’s 
own budget adding 263 positions to 
the city’s  payroll, with no way to pay 
for the positions other than to eliminate 
other employment positions in the same 
department.

10. San Francisco Municipal Transit 
Authority (SFMTA) Fiscal Emergency 
Funding
Chamber Position: Support
Motion affirming the determination by 
the Planning Department that the MTA 
was in a fiscal emergency and needed to 
institute cost saving measures, including 
service reductions immediately.

GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY
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1. Biotech Payroll Tax Exclusion Extension
Sponsors: Alioto-Pier, Dufty
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance extending the seven and one-half year payroll tax exemption for biotech 
companies that begin operations in San Francisco before 2014. Estimates from the 
Controller’s Office suggest that more than 2,200 life science jobs have been created 
since the incentive was made available in 2004. This measure ensures that all qualifying 
companies receive the benefit for the full period, and will help attract even more biotech 
companies to the city.

2. Development Fee Collection Deferral
Sponsor: Mayor Newsom, Dufty
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinances allowing developers to defer payment of 80 percent of their impact fees 
from the beginning of construction to just prior to completion, between 10-30 months. 
Expected to generate $894 million in spending and 4,800 construction-related jobs, the 
legislation will make more projects financially feasible, helping to create jobs and speed 
economic recovery.

3. Masonic Auditorium Renovation
Chamber Position: Support
Motion to allow the renovation of the Masonic Auditorium into a premier entertainment 
and conference facility, creating hundreds of jobs and helping the city to keep mid-sized 
entertainment shows – and associated dollars – in San Francisco.
  
4. 555 Washington Development Reversal
Sponsor: Chiu, Daly, Mirkarimi, Campos, Mar, Avalos
Chamber Position: Oppose
Motion overturning the Planning Departments Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and 
killing the 555 Washington Street residential development, which would have created 
hundreds of construction jobs while bringing additional housing and commerce 
downtown.

5. Economic Stimulus for Capital Projects
Sponsor: Mayor Newsom, Chu, Chiu, Maxwell, Dufty, Mirkarimi, Campos
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance streamlining and accelerating the bidding, contracting and construction of 
municipal capital projects.

6. Small Business Contract Reform
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance to expedite and improve the city’s ability to contract with small local business 
for specified city products and services.
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