
Economic recovery depends on jobs and good government. The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce rates the performance of the Board of Supervisors in growing 
the economy, creating jobs and improving government efficiency.  This report includes the votes of all Supervisors on key legislative actions impacting job creation and 
government efficiency from January – December, 2010.  This voting record is intended to highlight those Supervisors whose actions are helping to create paychecks and 
those who are triggering pink slips in San Francisco. 
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1.  Biotech Payroll Tax Exclusion Extension
Sponsors: Alioto-Pier, Dufty
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance extending the seven and one-half year payroll tax 
exemption for biotech companies that begin operations in San 
Francisco before 2014. Estimates from the Controller’s Office 
suggest that more than 2,200 life science jobs have been created 
since the incentive was made available in 2004. This measure 
ensures that all qualifying companies receive the benefit for the full 
period, and will help attract even more biotech companies to the 
city.

2.  Development Fee Collection Deferral
Sponsors: Mayor Newsom, Dufty
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinances allowing developers to defer payment of 80 percent 
of their impact fees from the beginning of construction to just 
prior to completion, between 10-30 months. Expected to generate 
$894 million in spending and 4,800 construction-related jobs, the 
legislation will make more projects financially feasible, helping to 
create jobs and speed economic recovery.

3.  Masonic Auditorium Renovation
Chamber Position: Support
Motion to allow the renovation of the Masonic Auditorium into a 
premier entertainment and conference facility, creating hundreds of 
jobs and helping the city to keep mid-sized entertainment shows – 
and associated dollars – in San Francisco.

4.  555 Washington Development Reversal
Sponsors: Chiu, Daly, Mirkarimi, Campos, Mar, Avalos
Chamber Position: Oppose
Motion overturning the Planning Departments Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) and killing the 555 Washington Street residential 
development, which would have created hundreds of construction 
jobs while bringing additional housing and commerce downtown.

5.  Economic Stimulus for Capital Projects
Sponsors: Mayor Newsom, Chu, Chiu, Maxwell, Dufty,  
Mirkarimi, Campos
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance streamlining and accelerating the bidding, contracting 
and construction of municipal capital projects.

6.  Small Business Contract Reform
Sponsors: Mayor, Chiu, Chu, Maxwell, Dufty, Mirkarimi, Campos
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance to expedite and improve the city’s ability to contract with 
small local business for specified city products and services.

7.  General Reserve and Budget Stabilization Reserve
Sponsors: Mayor Newsom, Chiu
Chamber Position: Support
Ordinance creating a general fund reserve for the city, which will 
grow each year – no less than 2 percent of revenue by fiscal year 
2016-17. If the policy was in place in 2004, the city would have had 
$93 million set aside today.



8.  Reducing Public Employer Retirement Benefit Costs
Sponsors: Mayor Newsom, Elsbernd
Chamber Position: Support
Charter Amendment to reduce the city’s skyrocketing employer 
retirement benefits costs and help put San Francisco on a path to 
pension sustainability.

9.  Public Employment Salary Ordinance
Sponsors: Avalos, Daly, Mirkarimi, Campos, Mar
Chamber Position: Oppose
Ordinance undermining the Board’s own budget adding 263 
positions to the city’s  payroll, with no way to pay for the 
positions other than to eliminate other employment positions in 
the same department.

10.  San Francisco Municipal Transit Authority (SFMTA) Fiscal 
Emergency Funding
Chamber Position: Support
Motion affirming the determination by the Planning Department 
that the MTA was in a fiscal emergency and needed to institute 
cost saving measures, including service reductions immediately.

11. Bayview-Hunters Point Redevelopment Amendments
Sponsors: Daly, Mirkarimi
Chamber Position: Oppose
Two amendments to modify the Bayview-Hunters Point Shipyard 
redevelopment would have killed the project by making it 
unviable.  The first amendment, proposed by Supervisor Daly, 
called for an increase in the number of affordable housing units 
from 32 to 50 percent. The second amendment, proposed by 
Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi, would have eliminated the bridge over 
Yosemite Slough.

12. CityPlace Project Approval
Chamber Position: Support
Motion to affirm the certification by the Planning Commission 
of the final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the CityPlace 
project, a five-story development that will create nearly 1,000 jobs 
and bring 250,000 square feet of value-based retail to the heart 
of Mid-Market and helping to revitalize the city’s most significant 
transit corridor. 

13.  222 2nd Street Project Approval
Chamber Position: Support
Motion to affirm the certification by the Planning Commission of 
the final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 222 2nd Street 
project, which will convert a surface parking lot into a 26-story 
development providing over 430,000 square feet of office space 
located near regional transit.

14. Real Property Transfer Tax Increase
Sponsor: Avalos 
Chamber Position: Oppose
Motion placing on the November General Election Ballot a 
measure raising the tax on the sale of residential and commercial 
property by as much as 33 percent – to become the highest in the 
region.
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15. Illegal Alcohol Tax
Sponsor: Avalos
Chamber Position: Oppose
Motion to impose an illegal tax on every ounce of beer, wine and 
spirit sold in San Francisco to pay for hospital, alcohol treatment and 
other services used by uninsured inebriants in the city.

16. Health Services Master Plan 
Sponsor: Campos
Chamber Position: Oppose
Ordinance establishing a citywide Health Services Master Plan that 
will regulate where new medical offices, services and hospital beds 
can locate.  The legislation may delay or derail state-mandated, 
seismic hospital retrofit projects already underway and will make 
future health care projects more time consuming and expensive to 
build.

17.  Cell Phone Labeling Mandate
Sponsors: Mayor Newsom, Maxwell
Chamber Position: Oppose
Ordinance requiring businesses to display radiation exposure 
information at the point of purchase for every phone sold in San 
Francisco.  The ordinance places an unnecessary burden on local 
retailers despite the fact that all phones sold are considered safe by 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

18. Fast Food Toy Ban
Sponsor: Mar
Chamber Position: Oppose
Ordinance prohibiting toy giveaways in any meal in San Francisco 
containing more than 600 calories and 640 milligrams of sodium. 

19.  The America’s Cup
Sponsors: Mayor, Chiu, Mirkarimi, Alioto-Pier, Chu, Maxwell
Chamber Position: Support  
Resolution approving the Host City and Venue Agreement to bring 
the 34th America’s Cup to San Francisco. The America’s Cup is 
estimated create 8,840 jobs and generate $1.4 billion in economic 
activity.

20. SFMTA Split Appointments 
Sponsors: Campos, Mar, Mirkarimi
Chamber Position: Oppose
Charter amendment taking away the Mayors authority to appoint 
the seven-member San Francisco Municipal Transportation (SFMTA) 
Board of Directors and giving the Board of Supervisors appointing-
power over three of the SFMTA Board seats. 
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